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with Bar's International Law; Private and Criminal, p. 36, et seq. On 
the whole Dr. Taylor cannot be said to have made any important con- 
tribution either to historical or to analytical jurisprudence. 

W. F. Dodd. 



Das Problem der juristischen Personlichkeit. By Julius Binder. 
(Leipzig: 1907. Pp. 146.) 

The problem of the juristic person will never cease to be agitated in 
Germany; it appeals too strongly to the metaphysical tendency of Ger- 
man jurisprudence. Professor Binder insists that the earlier inquiries 
have been metaphysical instead of legal, and have therefore stated the 
problem in an insoluble manner. This same conviction must have 
forced itself upon many minds. Can Gierke's fascinating theory of the 
organic reality of the collective entity be either proved or disproved? 
Has the enormous mass of material which he has brought together with 
an industry unexcelled even in his own country amounted to a demon- 
stration of the existence of the corporate will? 

Professor Binder sums up his own theory as follows: " As a 'person' is 
not a thing in the world of phenomena but a concept, so also the juristic 
person. We have to deal with a figure in which we comprehend the 
sum total of the most diverse relations, and the essential content of 
which we can ascertain only by analyzing his concentrated concept into 
its constituent relations." 

If we understand him right, he sees in the juristic person a technical 
contrivance for conveniently dealing with complex combinations of 
right. By implication this seems to negative any legal effect of the 
psychological nexus resulting from the combination of persons. And 
however valuable this element may seem in dealing with certain phases 
of corporate capacity and responsibility, it must perhaps be admitted 
that it is unnecessary for the explanation of most corporate relations, 
and therefore not an essential element in the definition of a juristic 
person. This, however, does not mean that it can be safely ignored in a 
comprehensive view of the law of corporations. 

It does not appear that Dr. Binder draws any novel practical conclu- 
sions from his theory. 

The essay is by no means easy reading, but it is well and carefully 
written. 

E. F. 



